
The Dayton Creative Social Trade Zone ς
Part 1

or
What is the Essence of, and Growth 

Opportunity of the Greater Downtown as 
Dayton Moves Forward?

10.1.22 Dayton Neighborhood Conference ςBelmont High School



Today is a Thinking and Sounding Board 
Exercise:

We are Re-engineering and Rebuilding the 
Historic Engine and Power Train of the 

Dayton Economic Machine!



Today is a Thinking and Sounding Board 
Exercise:

Help us with our Story as we Peer through 
a Prism of Promise and Future 
hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΧΧ



Cities are Social Trade 
Zones that

Catalyze Creativity

The Rear View Mirror

History of Civilization: 
The Atmospherics of 
Robust Urban Centers 
(CITY) ςMagical Social 
Magnets for Human 
Economic Activity



Create

Converge

Collide

Connect Collaborate

+

Socializing Steps to Creativity

Cities are Social Trade 
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+
Create

Converge

Collide

Connect Collaborate

= CITIES are 
Economic Engines

Cities are Social Trade 
Zones that

Catalyze Creativity

The Rear View Mirror

History of Civilization: 
The Atmospherics of 
Robust Urban Centers 
(CITY) ςMagical Social 
Magnets for Human 
Economic Activity

= Commerce = Economic Activity



Context: What is Going on in and about the Great 
Lakes? ςZooming  Out

ÅMarket forces are reshaping the country ςGreat Lakes Region 
(Unceremoniously formerly known as the Rust Belt)

ÅCentrality

ÅAccessibility

ÅInfrastructure:

ÅTransportation

ÅA Rich, Robust Legacy of Assets:

ÅInstitutions & Foundations:

ÅEducation, Research, Cultural, Economic

ÅCulture of Work Ethic

ÅAffordability

ÅEconomy ςThird largest GDP ςif it were a country
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Great Lakes Region is the New American Frontier
ÅMarket forces are reshaping the country ςGreat Lakes Region 

(Unceremoniously formerly known as the Rust Belt)
ÅCentrality
ÅAccessibility
ÅInfrastructure:
ÅTransportation

ÅA Rich, Robust Legacy of Assets:
ÅInstitutions & Foundations:
ÅEducation, Research, Cultural, Economic

ÅCulture of Work Ethic
ÅAffordability
ÅEconomy ςThird largest GDP ςif it were a country
ÅClimate ςGreat Lakes ς²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ CǊŜǎƘ ²ŀǘŜǊ [ŀƪŜǎ ςA 

Climate-Moderating Ecosystem ς½ƻƻƳ hǳǘ ΧΧΧΧ













The western third of the country is dry and on fire!!!!!!!





Context: Legacy Cities in the Great Lakes 
Region - Repositioning

ÅFIRST TIER - CHICAGO:
Å[ŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфулΩǎ ςan established, solid trend ςnot a fad



Context: Legacy Cities in the Great Lakes 
Region - Repositioning

ÅFIRST TIER - CHICAGO:
Å[ŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфулΩǎ ςan established, solid trend ςnot a fad

ÅSECOND TIER: Centrality, Accessibility, Infrastructure, Transportation, 
Legacy assets, Institutions: Education, Research, Cultural, Foundations, 
Culture of Work Ethic:
ÅDetroit



Context: Legacy Cities in the Great Lakes 
Region - Repositioning

ÅFIRST TIER - CHICAGO:
Å[ŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфулΩǎ ςan established, solid trend ςnot a fad
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Legacy assets, Institutions: Education, Research, Cultural, Foundations, 
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ÅDetroit

ÅCleveland


